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In the event of a strike, the Com

SOUTHERN CALIFORMIA GAS COMPAN
REGARDING THE THREATENED STRIKE

any will use every proper means ab its dis-

posal to maintain continued gas deliveries to homes and business establish»
ments. Our interconnested system will continue to bring gas from maiy

sources of supply and, in the absence of illegal interference with eur opera- .’

tions, there is no-reason to expect

interruption of gas service, However,

during any strike pefiod, we vill apprecinte your lnmlmg vour requests 1o

emergencey service calls,

' WHAT 1S THIS STRIKE
TALK ALL ABOUT?

The labor contract.covering wages, hours
and working conditions expired on April
1. Negotiations with the union leaders
haye continued for three months without
reaching an agreement, Now, the mer-
bership of loéals in sone areas we serve
have already voted to strike, Others are
scheduled to vote shortly, Meanwhile, the
union leaders. have issued statements to
their membership and to the newspapers.
Therefore, a statement of the Company’s
position stems to be in order. Here are the
prmcma] issues involved in the contro-
\'(‘r \ &4 )

.

i Hat WAGES - :
The union is demanding a fifth round
post-war increase in wages for all C.1.0,
represented employees. .

There has been no “fifth round” increase in
any publicly regulated utility in Californis
and none appears remotely in prospect,

Present wages are very much in line with

rates paid by similar utilities in the state —
and California wage levels for representa-
tive utility jobs are the highest in the United
tates. Our wages ave up '89% since 1941

while the cost of living in this area has risen -

only 62%.

PENSIONS

While the union leaders agree that the
liberalized scale of pensions now being
offered by the Company is an increase —
they say that the increase is not engugh.

The Company has long heen a leader among
all businesses in providing pensions as well
as insurance and disability henefits, A" lib-
eral plaii has been in effect since 1932 and,
its benelits ave without cost to the employee.
‘The new plan now offered by the Company
steps up the pension henefits substantially.
The overzall formula on which pensions are
hased is increased by 129%. The minimun
benefit for retirement with 25 years of sery-
dce would be inereased by 17% to $100.00
per month (including social scourity). This
is in lipe with the national pulluu estab-
lished.in recent settlements for retirement
at 65 with 25 years service: These settlements
were based on the recommendations of the
President’s Fact Finding Board in the steel
industry case, For retivement with either
more or less service than 25 yeavs, the Com-
pany's offer is in excess of the national
pullcni. i

kK

These are the important wsues in along

list of demands made by the union; On a
number of important items affecting
working conditions, the Company has
granted material improvements, How-
ever, the union’s wage demands alone
would add about $1,500,000 to the Com-
pany’s annual wage bill, This combined
“with demands for additional pension and
pther welfare benefits would add an un-

reasonable burden in the face of an -

already llberal employce program, We
do not believe there is arly present justi-
fication for the union’s demands, the cost
of which would uttimately have to be re-
flected in the rates charged for gas serviee,

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY




